
Skills: Science, Language Arts
Objective: The student will research and grow a plant and present findings
orally.

Background
In Oklahoma, one of the fastest-growing agricultural enterprises is the

bedding plant industry. Bedding plant is the name for young plants grown
especially to sell in stores, gardens, farmer’s markets and nurseries. People
buy the plants, take them home and plant them in their gardens, yards, flower
beds and sometimes even in large pots.

Most bedding plants are started in greenhouses and sold in small plastic
containers. Growers plant the seeds for many popular plants while it is still
cold outside—in January and February. They plant the seeds in greenhouses
where they will get several hours of high-intensity light every day. That way
they will be strong and ready to transplant early in the spring. Some of the
most popular bedding plants for use in Oklahoma gardens are begonia, broc-
coli, cabbage, garden mums, geranium, impatiens, marigold, pansy, pepper,
petunia and tomato. Various herbs have also begun to gain popularity as bed-
ding plants.

Activity 1
1. Read and discuss background.
2. Bring seed catalogs and gardening books to class.

—Each student will choose one plant to research.
—Students will use the worksheet to create information sheets explaining
their plants’ history, proper care and other interesting information.

3. Students will research plants that are native to Oklahoma.
4. Students will find the origins of several garden plants common in your

area.
Activity 2
1. Students will list the materials they will need to grow the plants. Suggest

using recycled materials like milk cartons as containers for growing
plants.
—Students will gather materials.
—Students will start plants, using what they have learned in their
research.

2. After two or three weeks, students will share what they have learned
about their plants.
—Students will show the progress their plants have made.
—Students will explain what kind of care the plants will need once they
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Resources Needed
seed catalogs

gardening books

vegetable and flower seeds

potting medium

plastic pots or alternatives
like milk cartons, mar-

garine tubs, etc.

Vocabulary
bedding plant—Flower or
vegetable plant planted in
beds.
greenhouse—A glass- or
plastic-covered structure
used for the growing of
plants.
nursery—A place where
plants are grown for sale,
transplanting, or experi-
mentation.
transplant—To transfer
from one place to another;
to uproot and replant a
growing plant.

Ag in Your
Community

Take a field trip to a
greenhouse during the

spring so students can see
a bedding plant operation.

have taken them home
—Students take their plants home for planting.
—Students will take measurements of plant growth and graph results.
—Students will keep journals of their plants’ progress.
—Students will report back to the class after a few weeks.

3. Students will grow marigolds and other hearty, quick-growing flowers to
give away as Mother’s Day gifts.

Extra Reading
Bates, Jeffrey, Seeds to Plants: Projects With Biology, Watts, 1991.
Bjork, Christina, Linnea in Monet’s Garden, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1991.
Walker, Lois, Get Growing, John Wiley & Sons, 1990.
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